
Franklin County Application for Special Use Permit

356 Bethel Lane, Union Hall, VA 24176

Melba Seneff, Black Water Junction Farms, LLC

We are requesting a special use permit for the Black Water Junction Wake Park located on our
farm at 356 Bethel Lane, Union Hall, VA24t76.

We own 49+/- acres that are zoned A-1. On this farm, there is a series of ponds that we have

installed a cable system so that our son can practice his wake skating for his competitions. We

have instilled in our children to find a way to make money doing something that they are
passionate about. His idea is to take his practice run and open it up to the public.

The Black Water Junction Wake Park will be open to people of all ages, all experience levels,

and from all over the country. He will provide lessons, boards and safety equipment, and riding
times. The cable system runs off of electricity, so the noise if very minimal. Please review the
video that shows the park, the riding and the actual noise or lack of at:

https://www.dropbox.com/s/hudn5ecidama 13n/BWJ.!oqv?dl=0

The drive coming off of Bethel Lane was a farm path that has been widened, and graveled.

There is plenty of site distance from both directions, so there is no danger with ingress and

egress. This drive leads to a graveled parking lot that will accommodate up to 100 cars. Both the
parking lot and the wake park are not visible from the road. We have also planted Crepe
Myrtles and Leland Cypress along the entire fence line fronting on Bethel Lane that will
eventually block any view ofthe farm. The topography ofthe farm also provides not only site
protection, but a noise barrier as well.

The pond has a path along the entire bank that would allow any type of emergency vehicle or
service vehicle access to the park. The park is also covered by an insurance policy specifically
designed for wake parks.

Because only two riders may be on the cable system at any one time, the number of boarders
will besmall. The other parks of th is kind sponsor tou rnaments four times a yea r. Evenonan
event weekend, the number of people involved might spike, but still less than 100. This is a
very individual sport. The park will not have lights, so there will not be any riding after dark.

we have spoken to neighbors and local business people, and have the support of them. Eddie
and Debbie Shelton, Danny Perdue, Mike Amos, ollie and Alise Fralin, carl cundiff, and Randall
cundiff have all expressed that this park would be a great asset to the community and the
economy because of the uniqueness and the quality of the construction and landscaping.

Thank you for your consideration.
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) Spccial usc pcrmit is effcctive immcdistcly aft€r action by the Board ofSupervisors
> Siecial use permits expire in l8 months if therc is no commencement of thc usr or rclated activity

FRANKLIN COUNTY
PETTTTON/APPLICATTON FOR SPECIAL USE PERMIT

(Iypc or Prirt)

vLoA s€rtE:-;?? ss Ownc(s), CooEsct Pulchrs€fs, or Owncr's
hcrcby apply to the FErklin County Board ofAu$orizcd Agcnt of the propcny dccribed bclow'

Supcrvison for a spcclal usc pcrmit on thc ptopcrty ts dcscribed belorv:

l. Pctitioners Name: I\4 l-6a SEc{ F

2. Prop€rty Owner's Nsme: Jla R, Sa*ecr- , tv\eLBA tr- Se*e,Fc

Phone Number: 4o o

Address: Ab TY\AILIN6.
( lFtr6ir rla 2-L+ I 1L

3. Exact Dir€ctions to Propcrty from Rocky Mount:

4. Tax Map and Parcel Number: hnA p 0 53oa PaRceu lo.Joo
5. Magislerial District: UNro^t l.l e ur-

6. Propeny lnfornution:

A. Sizc of Property qg ,1Zg
B. Existing Zoring: AI
C, Existing Land Aao,crrrrrr? L

D. ls proprrty located within any ofthc following ovday zoning districts:

_Conidor District _westlake oveday District 

-Smith 
Mountain Lakc Surfacc Distria

E. ls any land submergcd undcr water or pan ofa lake? Vo @ tfyes, cxplain.

7. Proposed Special Use P€mit lnformstion:

A. Proposed Land Use: Rem*t A6c,.., Lr1., rL,\r-

B, Sizeof Propoced u*: 2 AcRes

C. Olhcr Dctails ofhopoE.d U5c: uJar<e PAex urtrr 4tr{b ?o

? et:rteL L^;)

I nffo fp4^
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Checklist for completed items:

-[ 
Application Form

-f Lettcr of Application

i uist ofedjoining Propeny Owners and Addresses

7 Concept Plan

Y Application Fee

I cerlify that this application for a special use pemit and the information submitted herein

is cor€cl and accurate.

Petitioner's Name (Prin0,@

Signature of Petitioner:

Date: lt

Mailing Address: 395 (5uoe L^ro Roat
L

Te Sqo -.+ZO- 5t 25

Orvner's consent, ifpetitioner is not property owner:

Owner's Name (Prinl):_

Signalure ofOwner:

Datc:

Dale Recclvcd by Ptroring Strlf:
Time:

Clcrk'r I!ltlrlss

CHECK#:
RECPT. #:
AMOUNT:
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TAXMAPNUMBER: 51 2.1 o t8

Narrre, Ror.rnr-o i hg68l a SgEtrbLt ADDRESS: 4l I Baa<-sceA?z Ro^a

TAXMAPNUMBER: 53 NlorJ L,L vA ZV

NAME: mrt<6r D6Mr Lmos ADDRESS: l1i Aartse Ln 
".r 

e

o
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TAxMAPNUMBER: 53

NaNae: r(Arro(r /J u

TAXMAPNUMBER: 53

NAME;

TAX MAPNUMBER:

NAME:

TAX MAP NUMBER:

NAME:

TAXMAPNUMBER:

A ?* rt

fiISTNA€,I.ILE ADDRESS: ?', 0' Box L9

€ I L.- o

ADDRESS:

ADDRESS:

ADDRESS:

ADDRESS:

6

NAME:

ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERSi

Adjacent prop€fty owneni are mailed a notice oflhe rcquest. Pleose provide each owner's name

and mailing idaress plus zip code for every properry adjacent to the site and direclly across from

any public right-of-way adjoining the site, Names and addresses are available in lhe county Real

Estate oflice in the Courthouse.

Nefvfe: Do^INA C. l-louLA,Jb aoonssS: 23t8 6aDoK5 ntruL Rl.

TAXMAPNUMBER: 53 Gua>z lJtuc , (A Z4o?2

NAME:OLrvsRi ALrs6 FRAuil aDDRESST 2260 6Roo<s fltruc Ru.

TAxMAnNUMBER:-ft-- Goe>z Atorr'{h 2un92

NAME:Da8j@lilHAre-{-&pd6.tDDRess,@
TAXMAPNUMBER: 53 tj^rto^l A*''. Vn ZgDg

Nervre: R e l{unrr. I kR rrz"r hm.rrADDRESSr@
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1t/30/2016

It is in great support that I write this letter for the wakeboard cable park in your
jurisdiction. The park will increase the tax base, create new jobs, and provide a higher quality of
life through qualif recreation facilities. There are several wakeboard parks across the country
that have been formed in parhrership with municipalities on goverrnnent property because ofthe
benefits to the community.

The proposed wakeboard park is called a linear cable park; there are two proposed cables.
Each cable has a capacity of one rider. Because of the low capacity at the park vehicle traffic
will be low. Noise levels will also be low; each cable is driven by 10 horsepower electric motor
which produces noise at a conversational level. As someone who worked in economic
development for six years and now teaches entrepreneurship, I recognize the uniqueness of this
opportunity; there are tremendous benefits that will make the community a destination for water
sports enthusiasts. The park leverages existing assets in the community like Smith Mountain
Lake and local boat dealerships that have built a culture around water sports; the addition ofthe
park will only shengthen that culture.

The proposed park offers the benefrts of bringing a new company to the community with
low environmental, noise, and traIfic concerns. Impacts make this project an appropriate project
for commercial, residential, or agricultural zoning.

Warmest Regards,

E*d
ry?

David Mayo

Certified Economic Development Finance Professional

Instructor, East Carolina University Miller School of Entrepreneurship

Dear Franklin County Zoning Commission,


